
THE CAUSES & EFFECTS 
OF SPIRITUAL APATHY



APATHY

A lack of feeling, emotion, interest, 
enthusiasm, or concern.
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1 In the second year of King Darius, on the first 
day of the sixth month, the word of the LORD 
came through the prophet Haggai to 
Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, 
and to Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest: 
2 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “These 
people say, 'The time has not yet come to 
rebuild the LORD's house." 



3 Then the word of the LORD came through the 
prophet Haggai: 
4 "Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in 
your paneled houses, while this house remains 
a ruin?" 
5 Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: 
"Give careful thought to your ways. 
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6 You have planted much, but harvested little. 
You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but 
never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are 
not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in 
a purse with holes in it." 
7 This is what the LORD Almighty says: "Give 
careful thought to your ways. 

HAGGAI  1



8 Go up into the mountains and bring down 
timber and build my house, so that I may take 
pleasure in it and be honored," says the LORD. 
9 "You expected much, but see, it turned out to 
be little. What you brought home, I blew away. 
Why?" declares the LORD Almighty. "Because 
of my house, which remains a ruin, while each 
of you is busy with your own house. 
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10 Therefore, because of you the heavens have 
withheld their dew and the earth its crops. 
11 I called for a drought on the fields and the 
mountains, on the grain, the new wine, the olive 
oil and everything else the ground produces, on 
people and livestock, and on all the labor of 
your hands." 
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12 Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua 
son of Jozadak, the high priest, and the whole 
remnant of the people obeyed the voice of the 
LORD their God and the message of the 
prophet Haggai, because the LORD their God 
had sent him. And the people feared the LORD. 
13 Then Haggai, the LORD's messenger, gave 
this message of the LORD to the people: "I am 
with you," declares the LORD. 

HAGGAI  1



14 So the LORD stirred up the spirit of 
Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, 
and the spirit of Joshua son of Jozadak, the 
high priest, and the spirit of the whole remnant 
of the people. They came and began to work 
on the house of the LORD Almighty, their God, 
15 on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month. 
In the second year of King Darius,
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THEY STARTED OUT 
WITH ENTHUSIASM



10 When the builders laid the foundation of the 
temple of the LORD, the priests in their 
vestments and with trumpets, and the Levites 
(the sons of Asaph) with cymbals, took their 
places to praise the LORD, as prescribed by 
David king of Israel. 
11 With praise and thanksgiving they sang to 
the LORD: "He is good; his love toward Israel 
endures forever." And all the people gave a 
great shout of praise to the LORD, because the 
foundation of the house of the LORD was laid.
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THEY STARTED OUT 
WITH ENTHUSIASM



DISCOURAGEMENT



PRIORITIES



2 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “These 
people say, 'The time has not yet come to 
rebuild the LORD's house." 
4 "Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in 
your paneled houses, while this house remains 
a ruin?" 
5 Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: 
"Give careful thought to your ways. 
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PRIORITIES



SELFISHNESS

2 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “These 
people say, 'The time has not yet come to 

rebuild the LORD's house." 



Worldliness
4 "Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in 

your paneled houses, while this house 
remains a ruin?" 



4 "Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in 
your paneled houses, while this house 

remains a ruin?" 

INFLUENCE



5 Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: 
"Give careful thought to your ways.
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Lack Of Contentment
6 You have planted much, but harvested little. 

You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but 
never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are 
not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in 

a purse with holes in it." 



All That Exists Is Temporary
8 Go up into the mountains and bring down 

timber and build my house, so that I may take 
pleasure in it and be honored," says the LORD. 
9 "You expected much, but see, it turned out to 
be little. What you brought home, I blew away. 
Why?" declares the LORD Almighty. "Because 
of my house, which remains a ruin, while each 

of you is busy with your own house. 



1 Then I saw "a new heaven and a new earth," 
for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and there was no longer any 
sea. 
2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her 
husband. 
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3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, "Look! God's dwelling place is now 
among the people, and he will dwell with them. 
They will be his people, and God himself will be 
with them and be their God. 
4 'He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There 
will be no more death' or mourning or crying or 
pain, for the old order of things has passed 
away."
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ALL THAT EXISTS 
IS TEMPORARY



GOD’S WORK WAS 
NOT GETTING DONE

8 Go up into the mountains and bring down 
timber and build my house, so that I may take 

pleasure in it and be honored," says the LORD. 



12 Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua 
son of Jozadak, the high priest, and the whole 
remnant of the people obeyed the voice of the 
LORD their God and the message of the 
prophet Haggai, because the LORD their God 
had sent him. And the people feared the LORD. 
13 Then Haggai, the LORD's messenger, gave 
this message of the LORD to the people: "I am 
with you," declares the LORD. 
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14 So the LORD stirred up the spirit of 
Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, 
and the spirit of Joshua son of Jozadak, the 
high priest, and the spirit of the whole remnant 
of the people. They came and began to work 
on the house of the LORD Almighty, their God, 
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MAY GOD STIR UP YOUR SPIRIT!




