
NAVIGATING THE GRAY AREAS



24 And let us consider how we may spur one 

another on toward love and good deeds, 
25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in 

the habit of doing, but encouraging one another--

and all the more as you see the Day approaching.



19 "Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth 

agree about anything they ask for, it will be done 

for them by my Father in heaven. 
20 For where two or three gather in my name, there 

am I with them."







19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and 

strangers, but fellow citizens with God's people 

and also members of his household, 
20 built on the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief 

cornerstone. 



21 In him the whole building is joined together and 

rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 
22 And in him you too are being built together to 

become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.



25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved 

the church and gave himself up for her 
26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing 

with water through the word, 
27 and to present her to himself as a radiant 

church, without stain or wrinkle or any other 

blemish, but holy and blameless.



4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same 

Spirit distributes them. 
5 There are different kinds of service, but the same 

Lord. 
6 There are different kinds of working, but in all of 

them and in everyone it is the same God at work. 



7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is 

given for the common good. 
8 To one there is given through the Spirit a 

message of wisdom, to another a message of 

knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 
9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another 

gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 



10 to another miraculous powers, to another 

prophecy, to another distinguishing between 

spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of 

tongues, and to still another the interpretation of 

tongues. 
11 All these are the work of one and the same 

Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as 

he determines. 
12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but 

all its many parts form one body, so it is with 

Christ.







25 so that there should be no division in the body, 

but that its parts should have equal concern for 

each other. 
26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if 

one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.



11 Therefore encourage one another and build 

each other up, just as in fact you are doing.



24 And let us consider how we may spur one 

another on toward love and good deeds, 
25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in 

the habit of doing, but encouraging one another--

and all the more as you see the Day approaching.







11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the 

prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and 

teachers, 
12 to equip his people for works of service, so that 

the body of Christ may be built up 
13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 

knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, 

attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of 

Christ. 



14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back 

and forth by the waves, and blown here and there 

by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and 

craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 
15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow 

to become in every respect the mature body of him 

who is the head, that is, Christ.





4 For just as each of us has one body with many 

members, and these members do not all have the 

same function, 
5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, 

and each member belongs to all the others. 
6 We have different gifts, according to the grace 

given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then 

prophesy in accordance with your faith; 



7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then 

teach; 
8 if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if 

it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do 

it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. 
9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to 

what is good. 



10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one 

another above yourselves. 
11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual 

fervor, serving the Lord.







16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and 

pray for each other so that you may be healed. 

The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and 

effective.



12 See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you 

has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from 

the living God. 
13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is 

called "Today," so that none of you may be 

hardened by sin's deceitfulness.



1 Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a 

sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that 

person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also 

may be tempted. 
2 Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you 

will fulfill the law of Christ. 



3 If anyone thinks they are something when they 

are not, they deceive themselves. 
4 Each one should test their own actions. Then 

they can take pride in themselves alone, without 

comparing themselves to someone else,



17 Have confidence in your leaders and submit to 

their authority, because they keep watch over you 

as those who must give an account. Do this so that 

their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would 

be of no benefit to you.



15 "If your brother or sister sins, go and point out 

their fault, just between the two of you. If they 

listen to you, you have won them over. 
16 But if they will not listen, take one or two others 

along, so that 'every matter may be established by 

the testimony of two or three witnesses.' 
17 If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; 

and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat 

them as you would a pagan or a tax collector.



1 Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to 

be an overseer desires a noble task. 
2 Now the overseer is to be above reproach, 

faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, 

respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 
3 not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, 

not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 



4 He must manage his own family well and see 

that his children obey him, and he must do so in a 

manner worthy of full respect. 
5 (If anyone does not know how to manage his 

own family, how can he take care of God's 

church?) 
6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may 

become conceited and fall under the same 

judgment as the devil. 



7 He must also have a good reputation with 

outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and 

into the devil's trap. 
8 In the same way, deacons are to be worthy of 

respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine, and 

not pursuing dishonest gain. 
9 They must keep hold of the deep truths of the 

faith with a clear conscience. 



10 They must first be tested; and then if there is 

nothing against them, let them serve as deacons. 
11 In the same way, the women are to be worthy of 

respect, not malicious talkers but temperate and 

trustworthy in everything. 
12 A deacon must be faithful to his wife and must 

manage his children and his household well.








